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I have to wonder for whose benefit Jonah was sent to Nineveh.  Was it for the benefit of 
the people of Nineveh?  Certainly they did benefit.  But maybe this was also for Jonah’s 
benefit.  The book ends without us seeing Jonah change his mind about these people, 
so you might argue he learned nothing from this experience.  But the mere fact that 
Jonah wrote this story tells us he learned something.  Jonah recorded the events of 
what we can all agree was far from his finest hour.  What did he learn from this 
experience?  What have you learned?   
 
Summary of Jonah 

1. Compare the story of Jonah to the Parable of the two men that go to pray (Luke 
18:9-14).   

 
 

2. In the video on the Bible Project, the authors suggest that Jonah is in some ways 
a satire.  What about this book do you find satirical?   

 
 

3. Everyone pretty much assumes that Jonah himself wrote this book.  If so, what 
does that tell you about what Jonah learned from this experience?   

 
 
The Sign of Jonah:  Read Matthew 12:38-42 

1. Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross is a demonstration of God's grace.  Was Jonah at all 
gracious to others in the events recorded in the book of Jonah?   

 
 

2. How were the people of Nineveh similar to Jesus’ audience in Matthew 12?  
Does Jonah 4:11 apply also to Jesus’ audience? 

 
 

3. What gave the people of Nineveh the right to condemn Jesus’ audience as He 
suggests in Matthew 12:41?  

 
 

4. What do you think Jesus meant by the parable in Matthew 12:43-45?  How did 
that apply to His generation?  

 
 
Conclusion 
Early on in my study of this book I had the thought that the Book of Jonah is written as 
though it’s a parable.  Spend a few minutes at your table completing the following 
parable:  “There was a man who decided to run away from God…” 
 


